CHAPTER VIII
THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH
The Lower Section.
The teacher introduces the children in the lower
section to the study of the English language by
giving them in German an idea of the country
inhabited by the English people. For this
purpose he presses into his service such knowl-
edge of England and her people as the pupils
have previously acquired in connection with the
study of other subjects, especially geography.
In the initial stages, the teaching of English is
based on two great principles: vizM practice in
using English sounds, especially those which are
not found in German, and practice in conversa-
tion.1 After the sounds have been practised with
the aid of a phonetic chart, the children are taught
to count in English. As they are already
familiar with the symbols, their attention is not
diverted from the sounds. Thus, the lesson
on the numerals gives the teacher a good oppor-
tunity of speaking to the boys in English. He
begins with such sentences as 'Can you count
1 Vide German Higher Schools by James Russell and Bureau
of Education, India, Occasional Reports No. 4, * Furlough
Studies',